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STUDENT PROGRESSION PLAN  
  

INTRODUCTION  
  

The purpose of this document is to present to school personnel, parents, students, and other 
interested citizens the Board Rule the administrative procedures required in state legislation. It is 
the intent of the Legislature that each student’s progression from one grade to another be 
determined, in part, upon proficiency in reading, writing, science, and mathematics; that district 
school board policies facilitate such proficiency; and that each student and his or her parent be 
informed of that student’s academic progress. 
  
Florida Statute 1008.25 states:  
  
Each district school board shall establish a comprehensive plan for student progression which 
must provide for a student’s progression from one grade to another based on the student’s 
mastery of the standards 
 

a. Standards for evaluating each student’s performance, including how well he or she 
masters the performance standards approved by the State Board of Education. 

b. Specific levels of performance in reading, writing, science, and mathematics for each 
grade level, including the levels of performance on statewide assessments as defined by 
the commissioner, below which a student must receive remediation, or be retained within 
an intensive program that is different from the previous year’s program and that takes 
into account the student’s learning style. 

c. Appropriate alternative placement for a student who has been retained 2 or more years. 
 
FLORIDA STATE STANDARDS   (6A-1.09401)  
  
Student Performance Standards in Florida are defined as the Next Generation Sunshine State 
Standards and establish the core content of the curricula to be taught and specify the core 
content knowledge and skills that K-12 public school students are expected to acquire. The Next 
Generation Sunshine State Standards are rigorous and reflect the knowledge and skills students 
need for success in college and careers. The standards and benchmarks describe what students 
should know and be able to do at grade level progression for kindergarten to grade 8 and in 
grade bands for grade levels 9-12. 
 
Standards to benchmark student achievement serve as guides to best practices for local 
curriculum designers to help schools implement school improvement strategies to raise student 
achievement. Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, the English Language Arts 
benchmarked standards for English Language Arts referenced below describe what students 
should know and be able to do at grade level progression for kindergarten to grade 8 and in 
grade bands for grade levels 9-10 and 11-12 for each of the reading and language arts content 
areas of: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language. Beginning with the 2013-
2014 school year, the benchmarked standards for Mathematics referenced below describe what 
students should know and be able to do at grade level progression from kindergarten to grade 8 
and for each of the Mathematics content areas of: Number and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, 
Modeling, Statistics and Probability, and Geometry for grades 9-12. Beginning with the 2008-
2009 school year, the benchmarked standards for Science referenced below describe what 
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students should know and be able to do at grade level progression from kindergarten to grade 8 
and for each of the science content areas of: Earth and Space Science, Life Science, Physical 
Science, and Nature of Science for grades 9-12. Beginning with 2009-2010, the Health, Physical 
Education, and Social Studies benchmarked standards, referenced below, including one 
additional grade 1 Social Studies standard added in 2010, describe what students should know 
and be able to do at ten progression levels (grades K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9-12). Beginning with 
the 2011-2012 school year, the benchmarked standards for World Languages referenced below 
describe what students should know and be able to do at eight levels of proficiency.  Beginning 
with the 2011-2012 school year, the benchmarked standards for the Arts, specifically Dance, 
Music, Theatre, and Visual Art, referenced below describe what students should know and be 
able to do at grade-level progression for kindergarten to grade 5 and in grade bands for grade 
levels 6-8 and 9-12. The access points contained in either the Next Generation Sunshine State 
Standards or the Sunshine State Standards provide access to the general education curriculum 
for students with significant cognitive disabilities. Public schools shall provide appropriate 
instruction to assist students in the achievement of these standards or the Sunshine State 
Standards for Special Diploma as appropriate. These standards, benchmarks, and access points 
are contained in the following publications which are hereby incorporated by reference and 
made a part of this rule. 
 
• Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (Common Core) – English Language Arts, 2010, 
• Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (Common Core) – Mathematics, 2010, 
• Sunshine State Standards – Science, 2008, 
• Next Generation Sunshine State Standards – Social Studies, 2009, revised 2010, 
• Next Generation Sunshine State Standards – World Languages, 2011, 
• Next Generation State Standards – The Arts, 2011,  
• Next Generation Sunshine State Standards – Health, 2009, 
• Next Generation Sunshine State Standards – Physical Education, 2009, and 
• Sunshine State Standards for Special Diploma, 1999. 

 
Copies of these publications may be obtained from the Division of Public Schools, Department 
of Education, 325 West Gaines St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400. 
 
Each district school board shall incorporate the Sunshine State Standards, Sunshine State 
Standards for Special Diploma, or Next Generation Sunshine State Standards as appropriate for 
subject areas contained herein into the district Student Progression Plan. 
 
The Sunshine State Standards and Next Generation Sunshine State Standards shall serve as the 
basis for statewide assessments. 
 
GENERAL PROCEDURES FOR PROMOTION, SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT AND 
PLACEMENT 
  
1. Student promotion in the Clay County School District is based upon an evaluation of each 

student’s progress toward meeting the appropriate grade level expectations. Decisions 
regarding promotion and retention should be based on consideration of the following:  

  
Progress tests, classroom assignments, daily observations, standardized tests, state 
assessment, mastery of Course Performance Standards/Grade Level Expectations, 
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district competencies and objectives and other data, as appropriate or required.  
Responsibility for determining each pupil’s level of performance and ability to function 
academically, socially and emotionally at the next academic level, is that of the 
classroom teacher, subject to the review and final approval of the principal.  
 

  
2.  Students who do not satisfactorily achieve established objectives for the grade or course 

to which they are assigned, may be assigned to the same grade for the next school year 
or given alternative assignment.  A student’s level of proficiency in the areas of reading, 
writing, and mathematics must be reviewed and the student’s progression must be based, 
in part, upon this proficiency.  Science proficiency was added in 1999 with statewide 
measurement beginning in 2003.  Students not meeting desired levels of proficiency as 
determined by the district and/or as evidenced by the results of state mandated tests are 
to be provided remedial instruction designed to foster their progress toward mastery of 
essential concepts and required standards.  If mastery is not achieved, remediation may 
be provided through, but not limited to, one or more of the following: summer school 
course work (grades 6-12) or intensive skill development, extended day or school year 
services/academic tutoring, parent tutorial programs, mentoring, contracted academic 
services (previously approved), modified curriculum, exceptional education services, 
class size reduction, and suspension of other curriculum offerings in areas other than 
reading, writing, and mathematics or in those subjects specifically required for 
graduation in grades 9-12.  

  
Retention of students must be considered if the student has been provided remedial 
instruction and upon reassessment falls below determined cutoff points on the district 
criteria for retention or on assessments as prescribed by the state.  It is the intent of the 
school district that children should be retained as little as possible during the elementary 
and junior high school years.  Students must not be retained without documentation that 
remediation was provided in a timely and comprehensive manner as documentation by 
either the student’s RtI Plan or the student’s IEP.   
 
Students scoring a Level 1 on the statewide assessment test in reading for grade 3 must 
be retained. 

  
STATEWIDE STUDENT ASSESSMENT PROGRAM  
  

1. All students must participate in statewide assessment tests at designated grade levels as 
required by S.1008.22 F.S.  The primary purposes of the student assessment program are 
to provide information needed to improve the public schools by enhancing the learning 
gains of all students and to inform parents of the educational progress of their public 
school children. The program must be designed to: 
a. Assess the annual learning gains of each student toward achieving the Next 

Generation Sunshine State Standards Sunshine State Standards appropriate for the 
student’s grade level. 

b. Provide data for making decisions regarding school accountability and recognition. 
c. Identify the educational strengths and needs of students and the readiness of students 

to be promoted to the next grade level or to graduate from high school with a 
standard or special high school diploma. 
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d. Assess how well educational goals and curricular standards are met at the school, 
district, and state levels. 

e. Provide information to aid in the evaluation and development of educational 
programs and policies. 

f. Provide information on the performance of Florida students compared with that of 
other students across the United States. 

  
The development and implementation of Florida’s student achievement testing program 
is located at http://www.flsenate.gov/laws/statutes/2011/1008.22 

 
GENERAL PROCEDURES FOR DROPOUT PREVENTION PROGRAMS AND 
ACADEMIC INTERVENTION PROGRAMS  
  
Dropout prevention and academic intervention programs may differ from traditional education 
programs and schools in scheduling, administrative structure, philosophy, curriculum, setting 
and learning activities, and/or diagnostic and assessment procedures in eligible students.  The 
educational program shall provide services which support the program goals and lead to 
improved discipline.  Student participation in such programs shall be for disruptive students.  
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no student shall be identified as 
being eligible to receive services funded through the dropout prevention and academic 
intervention program based solely on the student being from a single-parent family.  
  
Students in grades 1-12 shall be eligible for participation in these programs based upon the 
following criteria:  
  

1. The student is academically unsuccessful as evidenced by low test scores, retention, 
failing grades, low grade point average, falling behind in earning credits, or not meeting 
the state or district proficiency levels in reading, mathematics, or writing. 

2. The student has a pattern of excessive absenteeism or has been identified as a habitual 
truant. 

3. The student has a history of disruptive behavior in school or has committed an offense 
that warrants out-of-school suspension or expulsion from school according to the district 
school board’s code of student conduct. For the purposes of this program, “disruptive 
behavior” is behavior that: 
a. Interferes with the student’s own learning or the educational process of others and 
requires attention and assistance beyond that which the traditional program can provide 
or results in frequent conflicts of a disruptive nature while the student is under the 
jurisdiction of the school either in or out of the classroom; or 
b. Severely threatens the general welfare of students or others with whom the student 
comes into contact. 

 
Each district may establish dropout prevention and academic intervention programs at the 
elementary, middle, junior high school, or high school level.  Programs designed to eliminate 
patterns of excessive absenteeism or habitual truancy shall emphasize academic performance 
and may provide specific instruction in the areas of technical education, pre-employment 
training, and behavioral management. Such programs shall utilize instructional teaching 
methods appropriate to the specific needs of the student.  
  

http://www.flsenate.gov/laws/statutes/2011/1008.22
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Each school district shall establish procedures for ensuring that teachers assigned to dropout 
prevention and academic intervention programs possess the affective, pedagogical, and content-
related skills necessary to meet the needs of these students.  
  
Each district providing a program for dropout prevention and academic intervention program 
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall maintain for each participating student records 
documenting the student’s eligibility, the length of participation, the type of program to which 
the student was assigned or the type of academic intervention services provided and an 
evaluation of the student’s academic and behavioral performance while in the program.  The 
school principal or his/her designee shall prior to placement in a dropout prevention and 
academic intervention  or the provision of an academic service, provide written notice of 
placement or services by certified mail, return receipt request, to the student’s parent, guardian, 
or legal custodian.  The parent, guardian, or legal custodial of the student shall sign an 
acknowledgment of the notice of placement or service and return the signed acknowledgment to 
the principal within 3 days after receipt of the notice.  The parents or guardians of student 
assigned to such a dropout prevention and academic intervention program shall be notified in 
writing and entitled to an administrative review of any action by school personnel relating to 
such placement.  
 
MILITARY FAMILIES AND TRANSFERS 
 
The “Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children” was implemented to 
accommodate children from military families who have been transferred from one state to 
another.  The purpose of the “Compact” is to make this transition as seamless as possible.  The 
“Compact” applies to active members of the uniformed services, members or veterans of the 
uniformed services who are severely injured and medically discharged or retired for a period of 
one year after medical discharge or retirement, and members of the uniformed services who die 
on active duty or as a result of injuries sustained on active duty for a period of one year after 
death. 
 
 
TRANSFER OF EDUCATIONAL RECORDS AND ENROLLMENT 
 
In the event that official educational records cannot be obtained by the parent, the sending 
school will furnish a complete set of “unofficial educational records.”  When the receiving 
school obtains these records, the student will be enrolled and appropriately placed pending 
validation by the official records.  Copying fees will not exceed the reasonable cost of 
reproduction. If necessary; 

• Upon enrolling the student, the receiving school will request official records from the 
sending school.  Upon receipt of this request, the school will furnish the records within 
ten (10) business days (not including staff holidays); 

• Immunization records will be obtained within 30 days of enrollment by the receiving 
school; 

• Students should be allowed to continue their enrollment at the grade level in which they 
left the previous state regardless of age (including kindergarten).  If the student(S) 
successfully completed a grade level in the sending state, they should be enrolled in the 
next highest grade level in the receiving state, regardless of age; 
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• Any student who transfers from an out-of-state public school and does not meet regular 
age requirements for admission to the receiving school will be admitted upon 
presentation of the information provided by the educational records.  If transferring from 
an out-of-state nonpublic school and does not meet regular age requirements of the 
receiving school, the student will be admitted if the student meets age requirements for 
public schools within the state from which he or she is transferring and if the student’s 
academic credit is acceptable under rules of the receiving school board.  To be admitted 
into the receiving school, the transferring student must provide the following: 

a. Official military orders showing that the military member was assigned to the 
state in which the child was previously enrolled and attended school.  If the child 
was residing with a legal guardian and not the military member, a copy of the 
family care plan or proof of guardianship will be provided; 

b. An official letter or transcript from the school authorities of the sending school 
showing attendance, academic and grade placement information; 

c. Documented evidence of immunization; 
d. Evidence of date of birth. 

• When the student transfers before or during the school year, the receiving school will 
initially honor placement of the student in educational courses based on the student’s 
enrollment in the sending state/school or based on the educational assessment conducted 
at the sending school.  Continuing the student’s academic program from the previous 
school should be paramount when considering placement.  The receiving school may 
conduct further evaluations to ensure appropriate placement; 

• In compliance with IDEA, the receiving school will initially provide comparable 
services to a student with disabilities based on his/her current “Individualized Education 
Program” (IEP) and make reasonable accommodations and modifications for incoming 
students with disabilities, subject to an existing 504 Plan, in order to provide the student 
with equal access to education.   
The receiving school may then perform subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate 
placement and services; 

• School districts shall have flexibility in waiving course/program prerequisites for 
placement in courses/programs. 

 
ABSENCE AS RELATED TO DEPLOYMENT ACTIVITIES 
 

• A student whose parent/legal guardian is an active duty member of the uniformed 
services and has been called to duty for, is on leave from, or immediately returned from 
deployment to a combat zone or combat support posting, will be granted additional 
excused absences at the discretion of the Superintendent or Principal to visit with his or 
her parent/legal guardian.   

 
GRADUATION OF CHILDREN FROM MILITARY FAMILIES 
 
In order to facilitate the on-time graduation of children of military families, schools will 
incorporate the following procedures: 

• Waive specific course requirements for graduation if similar course work has been 
satisfactorily completed in the sending school OR will provide reasonable justification 
for denial.  If a waiver is not provided to a student who would qualify to graduate from 
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the sending school, the receiving school will provide an alternative means of acquiring 
coursework for that graduation to occur on time; 

• Exit exams: Receiving schools will accept any of the following testing information: 
a. Exit or end-of-course exams required for graduation from the sending state; 
b. National norm-referenced achievement tests; 
c. Alternative testing in lieu of testing requirements for graduation in the receiving 

state. 
• In case a student transfers during their senior year and is ineligible to graduate from the 

receiving school after all alternatives have been considered, the two schools will 
communicate to ensure the receipt of a diploma from the sending school if the student 
met the graduation requirements from that school. 

• Clay Virtual Academy students from military families that move from Clay County but 
maintain residency in Florida and a mailing address in Clay county that is checked 
regularly may remain enrolled in Clay Virtual Academy.  Due to on-site state testing 
requirements, most will want to continue enrollment as a home schooled student.   

 
ELIGIBILITY 
 

• Special power of attorney, relative to the guardianship of a child of a military family and 
executed under applicable law will be sufficient for the purpose of enrollment and all 
other actions requiring parental participation and consent; 

• A transitioning military child who is placed in the non-custodial parent or other person 
standing in loco parentis, may continue to attend the school in which they are enrolled 
while residing with the custodial parent; 

• The school will make every effort to obtain eligibility privileges for extracurricular 
activities, regardless of application deadlines, working in conjunction with the state high 
school athletic association, to the extent they are otherwise qualified. 

 
OVERSIGHT, ENFORCEMENT AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 
Please refer to the “Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children” for 
information related to disputes or controversies.  In addition, contact the Clay County School 
District with questions pertaining to this subject. 
 


